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profiling. Our results point strongly 
to the presence of racial profiling in 
Minneapolis. 

Finally, we note the traffic stop data 
were collected during 2002 because 
of contemporary concern about racial 
profiling in Minnesota. Subsequently, 
the Minneapolis Police Department 

took various steps to try to ensure that 
racial profiling does not take place. 
Some of these steps were outlined in a 
federal mediation agreement adopted 
in December 2003.11 The Minneapolis 

11  The agreement is available at 
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/about/mcu
/federal-mediation-agreement.pdf.

Police Department also invited the 
Council on Crime and Justice to inves-
tigate possible institutional reasons 
contributing to the disparity in stop 
rates.12 More recent data would be 
required to evaluate the success or 
failure of these efforts.
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The research upon which this article 
is based was supported through a grant 
from CURA’s New Initiatives program. 
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12  Council on Crime and Justice. “Traffic Stop 
Audit Project: An Institutional Ethnography of 
Traffic Stop Policy and Practice in the Minneapolis 
Police Department.” March 2006.
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The CURA Reporter has been in 
continuous publication since 1970 
as a quarterly report of research 

projects undertaken by the Center for 
Urban and Regional Affairs. Due to 
budget and staff constraints, the CURA 
Reporter will be published semi-annually 
as a double issue for the forseeable 

future, beginning with this spring/
summer 2009 issue. 

Switching to a twice-yearly publi-
cation schedule will help CURA save 
money on printing and postage while 
still providing regular updates on our 
latest publications, projects in progress, 
and new programs and initiatives.

Look for other changes to the CURA 
Reporter during the next year, including 
several design changes, a reader survey, 
and an option to receive the Reporter 
electronically. As always, readers can 
access the CURA Reporter online at 
www.cura.umn.edu/Reporter.php. 
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